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SUITORS’ FUND AMENDMENT (LEVY) BILL 2017 
Committee 

The Deputy Chair of Committees (Hon Adele Farina) in the chair; Hon Stephen Dawson (Minister for Environment) 
in charge of the bill. 

Clause 1: Short title — 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Minister, is the levy imposed by this bill a tax? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Honourable member, I am advised that the nature of the payment that is before us 
in this bill is exactly the same as is currently in place. The Parliamentary Counsel’s Office has advised that the 
levy could be regarded as a tax, so we proceeded on that basis by having a separate bill. Obviously, during the 
drafting, the advice received was that a second bill was required for this legislation in accordance with 
section 46(7) of the Constitution Acts Amendment Act 1899. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: On what date did the minister first reveal to the people of Western Australia that this tax 
would be imposed? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: The point I am making is that this levy is in place and has been in place for a number 
of years. 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: Yes, it has been, but, of course, it was limited to 20¢ on a piece of process and has 
been like that for the last 50 years, as opposed to a now unascertainable figure. I think the minister said that it can 
be considered a tax. I have had occasion to look at the explanatory memorandum and it tells us that the levy 
imposed by the bill amounts to a tax, and that is the whole rationale behind it, so it is plainly contemplated that it 
be regarded as a tax rather than a mere recovery of costs and the like. It highlights the importance that we receive 
advice and the analysis of any levy imposed by regulations at the earliest opportunity, so that we can be satisfied 
that no over-recovery will be occurring. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: I apologise, can the member repeat that last bit? 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: I think it is important that when the regulations are gazetted, we receive an analysis 
of how the figures are arrived at for the levy, in order to be satisfied that there is no over-recovery involved. It is 
intended and calculated to sustain the suitors’ fund and to repay the Treasurer’s advances, and, ultimately, one 
hopes that the amount being charged would drop. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Certainly it is our intention to do that work, honourable member. I cannot promise 
that the fee will drop, but it is our intention to ensure that proper analysis is undertaken, so that we can have 
confidence in the levy amount. 

Hon MICHAEL MISCHIN: Logically, it should drop over time, because once the Treasurer’s advances have 
been repaid and the amount being recovered is to sustain the fund, one would expect that the levy would be revised 
accordingly. After all, the government is trying to clear a backlog of funds that are in deficit. 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Honourable member, I am told that it will not necessarily come down. We need to 
keep some money in the fund so that the fund is flush, particularly if we change the cap amount in the future. I am 
not saying it definitely will not come down, but it might not. Certainly, as we undertake the review and look into 
the issue of caps, that extra money in the account may well be needed to deal with that issue. 

Hon NICK GOIRAN: Minister, will the government apologise to the people of Western Australia for not 
informing them of this tax prior to the March 2017 election, as had been promised by their leader? 

Hon STEPHEN DAWSON: Honourable member, the only thing I am sorry about is that we are still talking about 
this bill at quarter past five on a Thursday! This bill, as we have spoken about already during this debate, is long 
overdue. We have committed to reviewing the legislation, and, hopefully, as a result, it will be able to help more 
and more Western Australians into the future. 

Clause put and passed. 
Clauses 2 to 4 put and passed. 

Title put and passed. 
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